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TT is of great tapete — all a 
ſubjects of government ſhould have a 


juſt idea of their natural and civil rights, 


and that they ſhould be apprized when 
they are invaded. As few of the pieces 


that I have ſeen on the ſubject of govern- 


ment in general, or concerning the at- 


tempts which have been made on the li- 


berty of this country, are ſufficiently plain 
and intelligible, I have endeavoured. to 
ſupply the defect, by treating of theſe 


n in the way of __ and anſwer, 5 
nd” A 2 Sb a = 
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wo. 


do gur late meaſures reſpecti 
- A ra in which every man, wo- 


0 the true ſtate of the bi 20s * 


which gives me an opportunity of touch- 


11 HAVE not, koglfragly, ited 


any part, the reflections I have made upon 


them are ſuch as I &orld not avoid, and 
the liberty I have taken, with the mea- | 
ſures of government, f is h 


conftiturignJof $ His ki todo i both 


and requires, any thing farther than this, 
is no concern of mine. I ſhall content- 
edly, and chearfully, leave the iſſue to the 
merits of the cauſe, and to that good pro- 

vidence which IR 805 wil change . 1 


1 5 FH , 1 5 Bas 14 2 ty So 4 2 oa Te, 4 A 


SIN CEREEY | abi. 
uon of thoſe. WhO were the authors of the 
meaſures that I have animadyerted upon 


but more that of thoſe vho perſiſt in car- 
rying then 0n, not withſtauding their con- 
ſequences are, every day, mor 


and more 
alarmings In this I have a vici, chiefly 


ng North As 


go LI . 5 5 — 


The PREFACE: bY 


man, and "child among” us, and ur 
ſterity, to the lateſt 188 ; 55 de N 
Y, intereſfed. TWEETS bf 
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the iet hind ef 1 5 


freedom: induced to leave Abe native 
clime, in the Ader ; teigns of” or 
former ' princes! How prepoſterous is it, 

3-46 thoſe, WhO glor in a free cbhſtitu⸗ 
- tion for, lations, "ſhould with" for” 4 85 
power Ober their.” fellow aher, RE 
ke them the molt abject! Hates, 


would 1 mak 
3 which. there is any account in i- 
tory. ; that a. "commercial nation hoard | 
take meaſures to cut off the | greateſt 
ſource of their own. wealth 3 and b 4 | 
nation which, on many accounts, Bag 
in need of peace, ſhould, in aſſerting her 
unjuſt; claims, provoke. a conteſt, which, 
if the Americans be the genuine offspring 
of Britons, . cannot but be attended with 
the moſt pernicious conſequences to both. 
Earneſtiy therefore muſt every friend to 
Steat- Britain and the Colonies (whoſe 


intereſt | 


i 


85 enjoyed as Engliſhmen, 


2 I Tux PREFACE, 
_ Intereſt is the ſame) pray, that this dreadful 
and unnatural. ſtruggle may, be Prevented, ; 


by the ſucceſs of their conſtitutional, loy- 


| al, and peaceable efforts for freedom, 17 


ſecuring their natural rights as men, and 
the civil rights which they have . 
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„ ee We OE Rep a more cheat 
ful proſpect, both with reſpect to 93975 


1 Arian, The tree of Iiberty, 1 1 


truſt, has taken too deep root. In. both | 
countries, not to be. able t to ſtand the Mock 
of a few ſtorms, before it be quite over- 


turned. 1 hope it can be nothing more 
than a temporary deluſion that we are per- 
mitted to labour under, and that the united 
voice of a loyal people, humbly petition- 
ing for the ſecurity | of their invaluable 
rights, will at length be heard. The folly, - 
if not the iniquity, of all attempts to enſlave 
a great and magnanimous nation, or any 


part of it, is, ſurely, too glaring,” not to 
be ſcen, before ey can be V4 9 execu- 
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Tur PREFACE. br + 
Abe notwithſtanding this, the time ſhould = 
be approaching (tho I hope it is ſtill at 
a great diſtance) when, as Monteſquieu 
bas propheſied, this country ſhall! loſe its 
liberty, yet, while the precious moments 
of freedom remain, let us, at leaſt, in- 
dulge ourſelves in the gloomy ſatisfaction 
of reviewing the infamy which has always 
ſooner or later over-whelmed—the authors, 
or promoters, of their country's ruin 
whether they were kings—and their tools 
the miniſters; or (as I have ſhewn' to be in 
all caſes more juſtly ſuſpected) 3 were 
miniſters and thelr tools the —_— | 


«Ee Arden bb. Abbe all 
: Wen conſolation we can have, muſt be de- 
rived from the conſideration of the un- 
| ſearchable ways of divine providence, and 
the gracious deſigns of that great being, 
who can bring good out of the greateſt. 
ſceming evil. And moſt earneſtly do 1 
pray, that he ue has the hearts of princes 
in bis Fands, and who turns them as rivers 
of water aubich way ſoever he pleaſes, may give 
thoſe whohavedone wrong gunderſiandin g to 
| 7 - ” lee, 


„ Tus PREFACE. 
ſ #5, and virtue to acknowledge their er- 
_ rors and injuſtice, that the ſpirit of diſ- 
cord, which ſeems to be gone forth a- 
mong us, may be reſtrained; and that the 
Preſent. diſtractions of this country may 
pe in ſhe real gogd of all i its i inhabitants. 


Fon my own part, by cannot help ſay- 
ing, that, if ſuch meaſures, as have 
for ſome time been adopted, continue to 
influence the Britiſh miniſtry, 1 ſhall 
make little account of my privileges as 
: an Engliſhman, and, I truſt, ſhall think 
more of thoſe which are infinitely more 
valuable, and leſs precarious, which” 1 
hope for as a chriſtian, and a citizen of 
| heaven, 5 


> 
” 
5 
- 
=, 
7 
** 


2 * * = 4 
Fa ©. $2" + 
N 


5 


* 
2 


x 


—— 


* 
= #þ F 
1 $4 SB 


y 


: * TY * 
„ -#54 : ee * > 3 e e = 
© 35. 1 . I 


AT is a Sociey? 
An. A ſociety conſi 
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13 


ts of a nume 


of perſons united by their common inte- 
reſt, and by the uſe of the ſame meaſures to 


* 


promote that intereſt. 


Qu. What are the advant 
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tate f, 


magiſtrates extend? 


TAE #467 


4 Without * ald of ſociety, A bete per- 


on would not, in many caſes, „be able to pro- 
cure a redreſs of his grievances, or many of 


the conveniences of life, both of which may be 
accompliſhed by the wiſdom and ſtrengih of a 
whole community. Biaſſed by a regard to their 5 
ſeparate intereſts, men, unconnected with ſo- 
ciety, would thigk differently. concerning heir 
ovn rights, and thoſe of their neighbours, and 


there being no perſons to whom anjappeal « could 


be made, the diſpute would either terminate 


in violence and blood, or the weaker muſt yield 


to the impoſition and oppreſſion of the ſtronger. | 


Qu. Who are the Jupreme e of a 


An. 1 . are Hol 1 & to 
act in the name of, and for the public, in thoſe 
caſes in which 1 it would be impoſſible; or incon- 


venient, for all the members of the ſociety to 


aſſemble, al act for themſelves. 5 
Qu. How far does the power of ch , 


me 


Is 


4 
1 


An. As the ſopreme cmagiſtrates re 


he whole ſociety, their power is the Pk area 


that of the ſociety irfelf ; and the good of the 
Hoxiety being the great object and end of their 
union, the magiſtrates have the fame power of 
doing MY thing which they think conducive 

to 


* 


ſhould, reſpec 
% erted. to the, advantage of the members.of it 5 "IR — 


individuals? 


4 11 3 
L 2 2 themſelyes. would 


Qu. Are the "ORE: —_— then, le 
et to no controul whatever ? _ 


An. The ſupreme magiſtrates being 2 


ed by the people, in order to do their buſineſs, 


they are neceſſarily to be conſidered as the ſer-. 


vants of t the people, who. have, therefore, a right. 


to call them to account, if they do not 3 


KL great, ends, for which they were ap 


mar 7 * — ee, 1 
ly of. _ inſtication, of —— the ag 
of . the bels boch Laws, or public regul 


2 £ 
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wildom and ſtrength of the 1 


u. Is it. not better, in all, 


LE 1 * 


courſe to the wildom and ſtrengrh of 1 the 1525 4 
1denct and force of 


than to depend, upon 


W An, No, chere are wan " Ale 


28, . 1 . 279 


;thole., things only in \Fbich, 5 . 


1 4 by * y 


* in Shih, this. 
nterference of. magiltracy would produce the 
p greateſt confuſion, embarraſmdent. and diſtreſs 3 
zee i if 1 e es ould for- 
1&7? | 2 bid ; 
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ſervants: an 
rection upon eee if e ſhould 1 ; 
ſetibe what netlitines ould” be taken in Par- 
ticular diſorders, or appoint the Phynelans, to 
whoſe'preſetiptions we mould, In alt caſes, be 
1 to Cönfornt; or if they Mood dictat 
tous 33 & or mode of out religious wor- « 
re 8 Cr happineſs” not in this, 
but Wa mie ſtare. 1 Weber 105345 Mr $3165 ©3 


3 Melder r Weiety; TY 
the wh rl ach er pro- 
viding for his own ſecurity and happineſs ?- * N 
An, Hs dees 16" 2 ddt day wes with reſpect to 
 thble" things Wi which the public can make bet- 
ter proviſion” for them chan he could for him- 
elf; becabſe tue god of the e e 
And notHib more. Auy power, ore, 
which miagftrates afſume, f met e 
_ tyranny, and an arbirrary ? invaſion of men's na- 
rural rights. 110 da}: has FOOTER Si ir $5 - 
Qs Whit i dne del le ciitity of che ſe natu. 
ral rights. 1 % Lo 2 
a Toe he rab el rfl Und iberks « 
eee Abe bend unte a Rape 

magiſtfacy is in the hands of perfotis choſen by 
KY Forney and when they are entruſted with 
that 


[33] — 
at! power for à limited time. For it's once 
the fupreth® magiſtracy falt into the hands of | 
no who are independent of the people, they 
3 they! have an intereſt ſeparate 


| narrlly dung th rights of the people; and = 
agyranidine xemſelves' at their expence. | ix 
_ 007 Is it neceſfary that all the people ſhould "x 
| have "voices" $20 "he" bows ion off thile 1 05 ” 
"Ai Noe, it will a b cut 
cho of ee e ute ue 
circumſtances render them above being 
| corropred, 1⁰ as to give their voices in an im- 
proper manner. For when perſons of this clam 
5 Provide for their own intereſt, they will-necef- 
farily provide for that of the ſociery at large.” 4 
Qu. Whar is rhe firſt ſtep that the people — | 
; mould take hen they are oppreſſed by their 
gavernors being either deprived of their natu- 
ral rights, or of the oply ſure guard of them, 


7 the e e choice of their magiſtrates ? 32 
An., They muſt make 3 remonſtrince 
46 to 7 


n ird . Ad As! 5horre 
ry maims of n 5 which, 1 y hav 


in order to in f. rene of national 


; that people, thus groſsly abuſed, and. i 44 


bh they. are diſtinguiſt 


| [ 14 1 
N May a- people go no farther. than his 


vances/?. | In 
An. * general, _ will be. * for 


no perſon, who is not intirely diveſted of the 


common feelings of mankind, will bear to live 
abhorred by his fellow citizens, and to die with 


infamy iptailed upon his name and poſterity. But 


if, through the. infatuation of governors. in- 
toxicated with power, theſe means ſhould be 
inſufficient to obtain the end, nothing hinders 
by their magiſtrates. (who, by whatever name 

bed, are, in fact, nothing 
more than their ſervants), ſhould, ſtrip them of. 
their Power; and confer it where they have rea- : 
ſon to hope it will be leſs abu ſed—lIt as this 


27 


principle, which Juſtified and d effefted the glori- 


ous revolution, and gave dur forefathers an 
happy. relief from the ©. ranny and oppreſſions of 
James Me att 


+% 


Qu. In what conntties * * it, moſt Alkficalt t to 
oppoſe the atremprs of tyrannical magiſtrates ? *g 
An, In countries of great extent, in which 


the people e live at a great diſtance ftom one an- 
other, ſo, that, they. can never alſemb le, - or | by . 


any other wean 


s act in concert, and. combi 'E 
againſt | their tyrants z and where allo the magi- 


75 * Fs 


* ; = 9 5 rates 


„ 


Nerates muſt * be © IO wich, great 


power, and have a great number of officers un- 


der them, who will generally | be attached o 


their intereſt, and ſupport their meaſures, be they 


ever ſo villainous and oppreſſive. So great are 


the advantages of which the ſovereign | is poſſeſ- 


ſed ! in theſe circamſtances, that there are few 1 


countries in the world, of conſiderable extent 


which are not at this day in a ſtate of E | 


ſlavery, the people having no power of : arriving 
at the ſupreme magiſtracy themſelves, or votes 
ia the nomination of thoſe magiſtrates. If the 
natural rights. of thoſe people are, in any mea- 
ſure, preſerved, it is becauſe the prince does not 
think it worth his while to moleſt them, or be- 
| cauſe the ſpirit and cuſtoms of the times have 


given them a ſanction, which he hath not the 
courage to violate. Abject ſlaves as the Turks | 


are, have many privileges, which the grand 
Seigaior dares not invade. 


0870 Whether are kings, or miniſters hid 
juſt ly ſulpetted | of deſigns upon the liberties of 2 


peop r 2 


An. In general the midiſters * for in al ar- 


p bitrary 4 governments, it is the miniſter who is, 


in fact, poſſeſſed of the chief power of the ſtate, 
| while the prince has nothing but the name, and 


the! ' pageantry of it. Thoſe princes, therefore, 


"es 


| 
P 
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bt 
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(4), 


WhO "Iiſten to their pernicious advice,” are, in 


realicy, ſubmitting their own necks, and thoſe 
of their poſterity, to the yoke of their ſer- 
vants. For ſuch is the condition of human af- 


; fairs, that, in all ſucceſſions of ſovereign prin- 5 


ces, nine have been weak, and governed by 


others, for one who has been able to govern 


himſelf. Indeed in arbitrary monarchies, the 
chance of having able princes is, on many AC- 


counts, much leſs than i in other ſtates, Nt. 
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(SECTION. | 
| Of the State of Liberty England, 


Qu. , HAT are the e $2 5 the 


conſtitution of Great Britain | 3 
An. Great Britain is a country in which the 
ſupreme magiſtracy is lodged in the three eſtates 
of the realm, one of which is the King, and, i is. 
hereditary, another the Houſe of Lords, who are 


ſuch, either by inheritance, or the king's plea- : 


ſure, and the third is the Houſe of Commons, who 
(tho? imperfectly and unequally), e the, 
people. 2 
Qu. What is meant — the king's s Preragative, 2 a 
An. The king's prerogative is by no means a 


diſcretionary power of * what he thinks” to 


be 


2 17 15 3 
be tight in things that are not  exprefily Pre. 
vided for by law, The prerogative i is a branch 
of the common law of the land, enabling the 
King to do thoſe acts only, which it has 3 
cuſtomary for che king to perform, and, like 
any other article of common law, is to be al- 
certained by precedent. It would be no free 

government, if any thing was excepted from the 
| juriſdiction” of law, and ſubmitted to the deter- 
mingtion of arbitrary Peine. | 
7 How is it ic chat the king. can do no 
NR Gail om gn: 

An, The meaning of it is, chat the king is 
not perſonally reſponſible for any meaſures of 
government! bot che miniſters who adviſed 
chem. It is efſential to the freedom of govern- 
ment, that all poblic meaſures ſhould be im- 
pute to petfons who may be freely cenſured, | 
 and/arraigned at the” bar of the publie. For if 
it were once admitted. that the king himſelf en- 

waged i in any public meaſures, of his own mo- 
tion, fince it is an allowed maxim that he can 
do no wrong, there couſd be no redreſs of grie- 
Vantes. It is abſolutely, and obviouſly neceſſary, 
that a perſon who muſt not be ſuppoſed to do 

wrong, ſhould never be ſuppoſed to de h 
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| proaching t to this dreadful ſituation ? 


Qu. Where lies ths KS which the bulk 
of the people enjoy for the continuance of er 
natural and civil rights? 


«+. . an 1552 Ss 4 . hb 


An. In the houſe of commons, — 4 are c| 


„ of a 8 


: ſen by themſelves, For the lords; whoſe num; 
ber is filled up at the pleaſure of the king, and 


who muſt live in ſplendour, and whoſe younger 
ſons, and numerous dependents, muſt. be pro- 
vided for by the court, may be expected to be, 
in general, in the intereſt of the court. oli 
Qu. What is it that the people of England 
have moſt to fear, as being moſt liable to ſub⸗ 
ject them to arbitrary power 
An. The corruption, of their repreſentatives; 
for when once it ſhall be i in the power of the 
court to ſecure, by places or penſions, a majority 
in the houſe of commons, that houſe will no 
longer repreſent the ſentiments of the people, 


but the pleaſure of the king only. And, then 


this important branch of the legiſlature. will not 
only become inſignificant, with, reſpect: to its 


original intention, but will be the moſt dange- 


rous engine of oppreſſion z Britons, like the. Ro. 
mans under the emperors, will be enllayed, vit 
all 1 external badges of freedom. 3 
What are the circumſtances Se | 
& houſe of commons, which give thinking men 
the moſt realon to apprehend, that we are ap- 


An. 


"4 


[19] 
"ii The great number of placemen and pen- 
daten and of thoſe who are in expectation of 
emoluments of that kind, in that houſe. Theſe 


never fail to ſecond the meaſures of the admi- 


niſtration whatever chey are. To this is added 
the long continuance of their power, viz. for 
1 ſeven years, which was originally an arbitr 
ufurpation” of the rights of the people, and 
which makes it worth their while to lay out 
great ſums of money to ſecure a feat, which, 
| in ſuch a number of years, is ſure to afford them 
an opportunity of . themſelves with 
advantage. : 

Qu. How comes it to paſs, that it is in the 
power of the court to get ſo many of their 
partiſans into the houſe, when the members 
of it repreſent the people, AN are Frag by 
them? : 

e arifes from fo great a majority of the 
members being choſen by the inhabitants, or 
freemen of inconfiderable towns, the ſole pro- 
periy of which is in the hands of ſome of the 
ords, or other adherents to the court, who can 
oblige them to return whoever they ſhall direct. 

Qu. As you ſeemed to repreſent our political 
rights, as of uſe only to guard our natural and 
civil rights, and that, in ſome caſes, theſe are 
ſufficiently guarded by the ſpirit of the times, 
and other circumſtances that control a ten- 
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dency to deſpotiſm, norwithſtanding the peo- 
ple have no ſhare in the legiſlature 3 are we ſo 
happy as to have no reaſon to apprehend the 
loſs of our political liberty? Do the perſons who 
are in adminiſtration ſeem diſpaſed to make any 
attempts upon Yor: chene manned ** 
a ven i 
An. The mir of Great Brizaiin aj of 
105 years, made many alarming attacks upon 
the eſſential rights and privileges of the ſubject; 
and there is not, as yet, any proſpect of their 
being called to account for their ae and ar- 
Mer proceedings. 
Qu. What are the great ren of Eog- 
| liſhmen; which have been infripged: by them ? 
An. 1. They have evaded the operation of 
the great writ of Habeas Corpus," whereby a 
b perſon accuſed of any crime cannot be detained 
in cuſtody, but muſt. be brought immediately 
to a court of lav, and be admitted to bail (if. 
the offence be of ſuch a nature as to, be baila- 
ble) till he can be tried according to law. | 
2. They have, by à general warrant, in which 
ho perſon was ſaid to have been accuſed upon 
oath, or ſo much as named, arreſted the per- 
ſon of an Engliſhman, and a member of the 
' houſe of commons, removing him from the 
? euſtody of one perſon to that of another, and 
[ones . without admitting his neareſt 
| | Friends 


1 


friends 80 ſpeak to him- By the ſame warring 


they ſeized all bis. private papers, and out of 


them, thus illegally procured, collected evi- 
dence for a crime, which a chew As him- 


: 1 publiſhed thoſe papers. 
3. They reſtrict the — pinks that 
— ſecurity for every other | 


and their meaſures, into /ibels, and procuring 
the authors of them to be ſeverely puniſhed. 


4. They have, in theſe caſes. of libels, con- 55 


trived to evade the great privilege of Engliſh- 


men, that of being tried by his peers, in the 
method of jury, not daring to truſt the iſſue of 


ſuch baſe; proſecutions to the impartial judg- 
ment of their countrymen 3 and, in the place of 
it, they have extended the methods of trial by 


attachment, information, and interrogatories, in 


Which juries are not uſed, and which-are con- 


ducted in a manner as unfavourable to liberty, 
as the inquiſition in the church of Rome, and 


the odious ſtar- chamber under the Steuarts. 
5. The great bill of rights has been invaded 


| by a repeated refuſal, to admit the firſt county 


in England, to judge of the fitneſs of the per- 
fon. who ſhall repreſent them in parliament ; 
and-one whom = had freely choſen has been 
excluded, tho' guilty of no crime that was not 
ke 1 5 2 


ranch of our li- 
berty, and the ſcourge of cheir arbitrary pro- 
ceedings, by conſtruing all cenſures upon them, 
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publickly known at the time of election, and 
5 noneibor obich che law n not had its full ſa- 


A | j:4 ke: . Spd” 
Er ECO! wy 4. Auel been had to 
that great engine of arbitrary power, 4 milita- 
y force, in a manner ne to the \ 9 and 


b eee wga@NN . C 1 —Y 


Qu. What can the people do in at: Y 


tuation of their affairs, when their ul valua- 
ee wem to bei in . pe: Et 


wiſhes'well to his country, ſhould contri id 11 


berally to the ſupport of all that ſuffer in the 


common cauſe of liberty, and ſpread the alarm 


chro' the whole kingdom, in order to make 
all the people thoroughly ſenſible of the im- 


pending danger. They muſt promote the ſend - 


ing of inſtructions to members of parliament, 


from all the free and independent electors, ex- 
preſſing their ſentiments of the ſtate of public 


affairs, and to get petitions for the redreſs of 


grievances, ſigned by all ranks and orders of 
men, who are unbiaſſed by court preferment, 
and have no expectations from that quarter, for 
themſelves, or their friends. And there can be 


no doubt, but that the voice of the nation, 


rendered thus clear and audible, will be heard. 
No miniſter could bear to live in a country, in 


which he ſhould fee himſelf abhorred by all 


[i 
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far 


length, reach the ear of . gracioi 


„ Both Ja PR 
be happy in their mutual ee Then af 
fairs would be eſtabliſhed by concord at ; 


queſts of his loyal dubjed 


and then no power on earth would Gay. to pro- | 


voke their reſentment. 


Qu. What ſhould be the 3 8 


of the friends of this country at this time, and 
what ſhould be the principal articles in their i in- 
ſtruetions to cheir repreſentatives in par 


- An. As the foundation of all the * 
diſorders, all placemen, coutt penſioners, and 


ſons of the nobility, ſhould be excluded the 
houſe of commons. Tie duration of the 


preſent, and of all future parliaments, ſhould 


be ſhortened; and, if poſſible, the ſmall! bo- 
roughs ſhould be _ aboliſhed ;- and all the Ca 


che oath againſt bribery and corruption, and 


the election ſhould be by ballot. Were theſe - 
effential points once gained, all the reſt would 


follow of courſe. ' Impeachmennts would be 
| preferred againſt all thoſe who ſhould adviſe ty- 


rannical and oppreſſive meaſures, and ſubſe 
quent miniſters would be deterred, by their 
puniſhment, from following their example, Bur 


it, 


3 mens 4 8 Epe truth; would, « at | 


1 's 5 2 * 5 
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bers ſhould be elected in ſome ſuch manner-as i 
by counties. Alſo" the candidates ſhould take 
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farts of North America. 


poo 


it, e preſent. circumſtances, the 
blimment of our rigkts, for the * could 
be procuted, it would” be well worth while to 


purchaſe it by an 4 of indemnity,” and the obli· 


vion of every thing Aha: FINN en dene 
pe e N wal e 15 53. Pee 
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| 4 FAVE the members of the pr 


i 7005 beyond che bounds of Great W 7 
4 they are purſuing "meaſure re s full, 
Eli 1 LF and oppreſtive with the beh. 
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Qu, What is the great Ericvance et ' thofe 
people complain „e VB og Ben ets 

An. It is their being taxed by the Perlinger 
of {rea Britain, the members of which are f ſo 
far from taxing themſelves, that they caſe them-, 
ſelves ; at. the ſame time, If this meaſure takes. 
place, the coloniſts will be reduced to a ſtate 
of a8 complete ſervitude, as any people of which. 
there is an account in hiſtory. For by the ſame 


power, b y which the people of England can com- 
| pel them to pay ane peuny, they may compel 
them 10, pay the . den * have. There 


vi 


3 2; 1 = 
will be nothing but arbitrary IPO, on th . 
orie" fide,” and bumble petition on the other. 
Qu. Have not the people of North. America 
been greatly benefired by the "Engliſh? Was 
not the late expenſive. war viiderraken on their 
account, andis it not reaſonable that they ſhould, 
at leaſt bear their ſhare of the burden of it? 
An. This is an argument very proper to be 
8 3 with the coloniſts, in caſe they ſhould re- 
fuſe to aſſiſt their mother country,. but it is 


well known that, belides bearing. very heavy 


taxes, impoſed by their own houſes. of aſſem· 
bly, for the ſupport. of their own government, 
they. have always been ready, of their own ag. 
cord, to ſerve the common cauſe to the utmoſ 
of their ability, and, as. ſome have thought, 
even beyond ir. But admitting they had not 


done this, is not abſolute ſlavery too N : 


puniſhment for their ingratitude? 
Are there not many Sa towns 
10 England, as Leeds and. . Mancheſter, which 
fend no repreſentatives to parliament, and yet, 
notwithſtanding this, are taxed by them ? Whar 
have the Americans to complain of more 0 45 


An. The repreſentation. of this country ip 
parliament i is acknowledged to be very unequal 


and imperfect; but the effect of this imperfec- 


. tion and inequality of repreſentation, is of t- 


tle conſequence, fo long as the perſons who im- 


pow. 


A — . a v.22 2 


10 


poſe the tax upon others, impoſe i it upon them- 
felves at the: lobe d time, £2 for if they feel Loth hi 


"= "4 0 TY a. < 


patter” to "4 preſe ent AG of. the Amerie ans, 
would be a tax upon thoſe towns who ſend; no 
repreſentatives, or an exemptiom of thoſe towns 
chat do ſend members. In this caſe, would not 
Leds and Mancheſter make as loud complaints 
as the people of North America. do now? 
Would any motive, but chat ariſing from the | 
want of power, prevent their reſiſting the le 
vying of ſuch. a tax, notwithſtanding. it. ſhould 
be paſſed into a bill, in the moſt regular and au- 
rheptic ern oy an the eee eſtates. of. the 
7 Ha i not Wit abe . in nr 
times at leaſt, for the Engliſh. parliament: to 
impoſe taxes on thole Provinces which Een ge 
members to jjt. 7 
„An. By no means. 8 Hough. a "EAN 
quered country, always taxed itſelf, and doth | 
ſo to chis day. The king of England never 
does more than lay his wants before the. Iriſh 
parliameat, and receives what they themſelves 
' think. proper to give him, The Scots, alſo, 
taxed themſelves before the Union. Wales, A 
conquered country, did the ſame, and even the 
s of che counties 1 before they, 
31 In Nie Thy . 185 F ws} 12 8 ; 
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n their/own requeſt, ent members to repre 7 
them in the Engliſh Houſe: of Commons. 
Qu. Does bot the Britiſh parliament «a 5 
Janes that teſtrict the commerce of che Colonies, 
Mg may not this burden be equivalent to a tax? 
An. The Britiſh parliament alſo makes laws 
thac reſtrict the commerce of Ireland, but not- 
withſtanding the near neighbourhood of this 
country, whereby we are pretty good judges of 
its circumſtances, we never preſumed to lay a 
direct tax upon it, nor indeed upon North Aa- 
merica, till of late. Allowing that, eventual- 
ly, there is no difference between theſe things, 
the one is a much more open and undiſguiſed 
oppreſſion than the other; and there is a de- 
gree to which any people will bear hardſhip | 
without complaint ; but oppreſſion,” beyond a 
certain degree, will make even a wiſe man mad. 
Such powers as, from their nature, «muſt neceſ- 
ſatily be lodged ia one of the parts. of the 

whole empire, the Coloniſts will never. object to 
in Steat Britain. The moſt abſolute juriſdic- 
tion of this kind they would never complain of; 
and, provided the effects of it werg not great: 
ly oppreſſive, they would never think of nicely 
ſetting bounds to it. It may perhaps be im- 
polũble (if the ſubject be metaphyſically conſi- 
dered) to fix preciſe boundaries to the autho- 
(my of. Great Britain over the Colonies, but the 
„ ex- 
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tue and vice) may be © 


nn vſually given to corporations, which are 


Colonifts had no other origin, yet che t 8 
ance: of this eſtabliſhment ſuch a number * 


which is nothing leſs than the abſolute N 


ſtate; whereas all our North Ar 


1 28 


extremes, TY a "thouſand caſes of Stent ines 
tanee (as in alf queſtions concer mag rhorals, vir- 


mediom cannot be e NT a 


caſe, -enbderation'oi boch fides'woukd make that - 


Rice, w which i ever 19:difficult 

In theory!” ' 7 8515 e e ee e 75 To) F 
5 hut can the North Ain en 
for a exemption fem taxes impoſed by the Bri- 
riſh parliament, but ſoch charrers a3 bur kings 


all of them liable to be regulated, or ſet _ 
man three eſtates of the realm? 
An. Admitring that the privileges of the 


years, and the fital-confequence of revoking it, 


of a Whole people, ought to make their rights 


to be cofſidered in à vety different light from 


that of the charters' of common cor ons, 
the members of "which are generally benefited 


by their abrogation. A corporate town, gene- 
rally bears a very ſmall proportion 3 N 


nies bear a very dae Peper ee whole, 
and, in all probabifity, will, at no gteat dif- 
et time, be equal to all the reſt put toge- 


ther. * not to be forgotten, chat 


| 3" it . 
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: menty and — — of any ger. 


2 hom on ome te 


; a this — be ova at =—_ wo 


Wy, In all has Pr e 


therefore, fubmit to her | deciſion? 
Who can be umpire berween them eg 344 to ths 
An. It is true, things are ſo circumſtanced, 
that, in all diſputes, Great bein muſty” of 

- ents ene uote hedge has the 
| eee eee EE 
Colonies, without aſſerting an undiſguiſed ty- 


2 and arbitrary: Feen Tho; .Gre ral | 


. bi judge berween chews: adele alway» 
of more ſtrength, to oppreſs thoſe who are not 
ee e wget eee If (to recur to 
the caſe I put before) the parliament of ; Great 
Britain ſhould lay a tax upon Leeds, Muocheſter, 
or any other town, that ſends no 1 1 
to parliament; or if the three eſtates ſhould con- 
cur to deprive any particular ſubject of his na; 
| . and civil * * 3 
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way 45 they: would to a 


plauſible pretence for having i recour{ 
ptemve a meaſure?” 240258 v4 SHA 1 nee 
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ide, which'rhey were not ee wd, 
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„ But tee the ug dvantage| accruing to 


Great Britain from this See America,” a 


An. By no means. The acquiſition by 8 
3s; and always will be, inconſiderable, and is 
infinitely overbalanced by the loſs of trade, ariſing: 
from the diſaffection of the i Colonies: to their 
Mother Country, and _ co r averſioh/t> 


take our commodities,” 7 ke 22s | 
Qu. What is ſuppoſed to „be the «mount of 


our trade to our Colonie: 4 


An. I think I have heard it ee a- 


bout one-fourth. of our whole 
provic ded the 2 of Nenn A 


bs 


roſpe of heir ovens mpegs as — 
E now more room to extend themſelves, 
without fear of the French) in leſs than a cen- 
tury, it will not ben the — 


EO | | 1 5 | to . 


— 


zerce; and 
a _ | 


i 


 ro-ſupply. their lemand for tures, Wei 
| * ber inhabitants employed in * + birt log 
Qu. But will not the Col | uſe to ma⸗ 
| abe 2 20! ahemſelves.24;,- | niit S 
Aa. It is far from being, e intereſt to 
ceſſiey can drive. chem to it. Land! J 
that, every man is ambitious of —— 
perty in it. Few hands, therefore, being At 
liberty to apply to labour, or manufaRures, thei 
work is ſo dear, that. it, will always be for their 
iüntereſt to purchaſe of us, rather than, ſupply 
| themſelves, till the whole country be fully, peo- 
| mw which is a period too remate for attention. 
Qu. What ſeem. to be the beſt, the moſt e- 


ee Great Britain, with. reſ 0 | ö | 


lonies. 199 4 0531-93497 eee eee ieee 
An. The moſt equitable maxims, as mall AS. 
the beſt. policy, in our conduct to the Ameri- 
cans, is to lay aſide all jealouſy of them, not to 
indulge the idea of ſuperiority, and to conſult 
the good of the whole, as of one united em- 
pire, each part of which has the ſame natural 
right to liberty and happineſs. with the Aber. 
to encourage agriculture among them, and 
nufactures among ourſelves, and by no means 
interfere. in their interior government, ſo far as 
to lay any tax upon them, either for the pur- 


poſe 
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bet whatever. The benefits arifing 3 


oufly from our extenfive and increafing com- 
merce with them, will infinitely overbalance all 
chat we ſhall ever be able to extort from them 


by way of tar. Thus ſhall we be mutually the 


ſource of ſtrength and opulence to each other, 
and nothing, in the ordinary courſe of Divine 
Providence, but a wrong- headed and tyrannical 


adminiſtration, can hinder our being the moſt 
_ flouriſhing, and _ 3 mae upon Go face 


of the earth. 
Qu. But "I we not gone too Jas to "Ns 
without coming to extremities? 
An. It is never too late for any man, or body 
of men, to "repent of, and rectify, what they 
are convinced they have done amiſs. Let us, 
at leaſt, virtually acknowledge it, by generouſ- 


ly cancelling all that is paſt, and ſuffering things 


to remain for the future as they were ſome years 
ago. (Happy years of mutual love and confi- 
dence !). This will not fail to ſecure the grati- 


titude and affection of the Coloniſts. Nay more, 


having ſeen our errors, and repented of them, 5 
there will be a better foundation laid for mutual 
Se chan ever.” - 


aan ire amoris mung, ep. 
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